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IT IS with regret that I have 
accepted John Bennett’s 
resignation as president of 
Tudor House.  
   This is due to John’s 
increasing mobility issues 
that do not allow him to be 
as active in the house as he 
would wish. 
   However, I am very 
pleased to report he has 
accepted our offer to 
become Honorary Life 
Patron of Tudor House.  
   This is good news 
because we will still have 
the benefit of the valuable 
support of John and his wife 
Ruth as and when they are 
able to get along to events. 
   John was a member of 
the initial team of four 
founder members that 
approached Worcester City 

Council in 2003 when it was 
first suggested that Tudor 
House might be closed and 
sold. 
   It was his vision, 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d 
commitment that was 
instrumental in kick starting 
our journey to where we are 
today. 
   John’s acts in supporting 
local good causes are too 
numerous to catalogue but 
are well known to Worcester 
people. 
   He has a particular 
passion for the industrial 
heritage (and future) of 
Worcester and is insistent 
that we continue to 
recognise and explain 
Worcester’s industrial past 
to visitors  to  Tudor House. 
   We have been very 
privileged to have had his 

staunch support during the 
past ten years and I would 
like to thank him profusely 

for his energy and 
commitment to the Tudor 
House cause. 

John and Ruth Bennett  

 Lord Faulkner to champion Tudor House 
FOLLOWING the resignation of John Bennett, 
I am delighted to be able to announce that 
Lord Faulkner (pictured left) has agreed to 
become our president. 
   Richard is very active within the Worcester 
area and takes a strong interest in matters 
historical. He is a Director of Worcester Live, 

an active member of the Battle of Worcester 
Society and Fellow of the University of 
Worcester as well as supporting other local 
heritage and sporting activities.  
   Nationally Richard is an active working peer 
and deputy speaker of the Lords who takes a 
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passionate interest in the 
ra i lway  and ra i lway 
heritage.  He has been 
president of the Heritage 
Railway Association since 
February 2011.  He is a 
former chairman of the 
R a i l w a y  H e r i t a g e 
Committee which he served 
unt i l  h is  minis te r ia l 
appo in tmen t  i n  t he 
Government whips’ office in 
the House of Lords as Lord-
in-Waiting and deputy 
transport spokesman. 
   Following the 2010 
e l e c t i o n ,  h e  w a s 
reappointed to the board of 
trustees of the Science 
Museum Group, and is 
chairman-designate of the 
SMG’s new railway heritage 
designation panel. This 
panel  will take over the 
s ta tu tory des ignat ion 
powers of the Railway 
Heritage Committee, which 
is to be abolished under the 
government’s Public Bodies 
Act.  His Science Museum 
responsibilities also include 
the chairmanship of the 
a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  o f 
Manchester’s Museum of 
Science and Industry, which 
has recently come within 
the NMSI family of 
museums. 
   As president he will keep 
us abreast of national 
activities and best practice 
and act in an advisory 
capacity to the board and 
operations committee. 
We look forward to having 
his support and advice in 
the years to come. 

Jim Panter 

From page 1 

 
A summer to remember 

THOUSANDS of people poured into 
Worcester to greet the Queen and 
Prince Philip on July 11 as part of 
their Jubilee tour of the UK.  
The streets were lined and some took 
the opportunity of getting a close 
view of the royal couple as they 
passed Tudor House on their way to 

the Cathedral — travelling in the 
wrong direction along Friar Street! 
(but we can make an exception for 
Her Majesty) - following a reception 
and lunch at the Guildhall. 
The picture above is courtesy of 
Gerald MacCormack, who had a 
bird’s eye view. 

Tudor House and its volunteers are 
looking resplendent as people wait 
outside on the baking hot afternoon 
of Thursday May 24 to see the 
Olympic Torch relay pass through 

the city en route to the county cricket 
ground on New Road  for one of the 
evening celebrations. 
This picture is courtesy of John 
Jordan.  

Cotton reels wanted 

HOW many of you have noticed 
the recent ‘good housekeeping’ 
initiative? 
   The covered area of the back 
of the yard has been swept and 
tidied up.  
   The visitor toilet, after five 

coats of paint, is now looking 
clean and tidy, while the 
marquee awning has been power 
washed. The sad looking 
external staircase has been 

painted, the stair treads restained 
and the safety edging replaced. 
   All this is thanks to Dave Ray, 
Stuart Jenkins, John Birchley, 
Jim Panter and yours truly, Roy 
Fidoe. 
Buildings manager Roy Fidoe   

Good housekeeping 

DO YOU remember making 
cotton reel tanks? 
   We plan to make them part 
of our activities for Worcester 
in World War II Primary 
School Activity day. 
   If anyone has any spare 
plastic or wooden cotton reels 
then they would be very much 
appreciated. 
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ON a lovely sunny day in July Las-
lett’s Almshouses, just across the 
road from Tudor House, celebrated 
their centenary.   
   After a service in the chapel more 
than 50 residents, friends and trus-
tees of the charity enjoyed a buffet 
lunch in Tudor House.  

   As you may know the almshouses 
are built on what was once the site 
of the City Gaol. The gaol was pur-
chased by William Laslett in1868  
and his  first residents actually lived 
in the cells of the gaol!  Eventually 
the gaol was demolished and the 
present building erected in 1912. 

   House hire 
and catering are 
a significant 
area for fund 
raising and 
we would like 

to encourage more groups to use 
us. Tudor House is a unique venue 
and our charges are very reason-
able.  
   If anyone knows of other groups 
that might be interested then they 
should get in touch with Margaret 
on manager@tudorhouse.org.uk or 
telephone 01905 426402. 
   Many thanks to Libby, Muriel, 
Beverly, Kevin and Elizabeth for all 
their help on the day. 

THE summer has passed amazingly 
quickly in spite of the dreadful 
weather!  
   We have opened again on 
Thursday afternoons until mid-
September and had, on the whole, 
enough volunteers to fill most of the 
slots! 
   In July we again had a Bring and 
Share Lunch - always popular.  
   In August we went out of 
Worcester for an evening meal in the 

country to the Masons Arms at 
Wichenford. This pub and restaurant 
is owned by Annie and Dave Ray’s 
daughter and her husband.  
   We had a really lovely evening with 
excellent food and service and we 
can highly recommend it for either a 
bar meal or a big celebration. 
   We are pleased to welcome new 
volunteers Nichola Osborne, 
Margrit Oestreicher, Pamela 
Statham, Vicky Martin, Katie 

Whitehead, Janet Leetham, 
Charlotte Elliott and Gemma Binns 
and hope they enjoy working with us. 
   Finally, the rota sheets for the 
Victorian Fayre are in the book just 
waiting to be filled. Please help as 
much as you can. It’s good fun, a 
chance to dress up if you wish and 
we raise a lot of money! We can’t do 
it without plenty of help! 
See you soon!  

Libby Cutler 

Christmas is coming and the rota sheets are waiting 

Tucking in at Tudor House to 
mark centenary 

Libby Beverly, Margaret and Elizabeth with 
the Centenary Cake  

Enjoying lunch in the Tavern 

Muriel makes sure MP Robin Walker has a drink 

The Tudor 
House 

spread—
good 

enough to 
eat! 
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THIS year Worcester Twinning Association has 
celebrated 25 years of twinning. The city has twin towns 
in France, Germany, Lithuania and USA.  
   In September members from each twin town were 
invited to Worcester for a week of celebration and review. 
   On Wednesday September 19 we entertained 40 of the 
visitors to a tour around Tudor House and we have 
received a very appreciative letter from Clifford Lord, 
Senior Vice President of the Association:  
 
 “Please convey our warmest thanks to all your 
colleagues for the very interesting and friendly 
reception given to members of the various twinning 
associations. 
   We were extremely grateful for the way in which the 
respective guides conducted the visit and the very 

informative explanations on the excellent range of 
historical exhibits that you now have. 
   Our guests have taken back to their own countries 
a much greater appreciation of our history and 
culture from the large number of visits to diverse 
features of our lives in Worcester of which the visit to 
Tudor House made a significant contribution. 
   You can be very proud of your achievement in 
preserving this wonderful example of our heritage 
and ensuring the conservation of this splendid 
building.” 
 
Thanks to everyone involved on the day but also 
congratulations to everyone who, through their work and 
effort, helps us to achieve the conservation and heritage 
goals that Clifford refers to in his last sentence. 

Margaret Panter 

Ode in Praise of Tavern Stewards 
 
Meeters and greeters we stand at the gate, 
Our prime objective to increase the rate 
 
We approach the unwary with a welcoming smile, 
They may stop to listen, they may run a mile! 
 
“Won’t you come in?” “So much to see” 
“Nothing to pay”. “A great cup of tea,” 
 
Answers, they vary “I’m just going to work” 
“Job so important, I mustn’t shirk” 
 
“Car park time’s up.” “Been before.” 
“Cinema calling – film about war!” 
 
Remember the dentist? Oh the pain! 
“All that blood?” “No thanks, not again!” 
 
But on chilly days there’s no need to stand 
Fingers on clickers, guides to hand, 
Just wait in the Tavern and keep yourself warm! 
 
Muriel Clayson 

 
 
 

‘Wonderful example of our heritage’ 

 

Muriel pens a verse for Tavern stewards 

Muriel Clayson explains some of the details of Tudor 
house to a visitor  

Events by Judy Pass 
TUDOR House Worcester opened its 
doors for Heritage Weekend on Sep-
tember  8 with motorbikes ancient and 
modern. The event was a great suc-
cess. Six vintage bikes were ridden to 
Tudor House ranging from 1928 - 1938. 
There were three Rudges, a Sunbeam, 
a Matchless and a Scott.  
   John Pringle last year rode his 1928 
Rudge to an annual event at Mallory 
Park. It was a round trip of 150 miles 

and the bike made it without a problem.  
   The Scott 1930 2-speed 500cc, hav-
ing one owner for 30 years,  has partici-
pated in 30 Banbury Runs (the premier 
Vintage Motor Cycle event in the 
World.) 
   It was a great day and the sun shone 
on our many enthusiasts and almost 
200 visitors, most staying to pay their 
respects to these stately bikes for quite 
a while and reminisce.  

More events on page 5 

Weekend is roaring success as vintage bikes pull in crowds 

Judy’s ready for the open road 
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More events from Judy 
 
   Saturday May 15—Tudor House Olympics 2012 
WE explored the event’s past from its origins in Ancient 
Greece through to the modern-day games, with help 
from Glo Pringle, Mrs History.  
   Children took part in a scaled down version of Olympic 
Sports including tiddlywinks discus, BBQ stick javelin 
and pull along chariot races. They could dress up in 
hoplitodromian armour (soldiers who ran races). 
 

   Saturday June 19: “A Forties Jubilee Jamboree”.  
THIS was led by The Bluetones Jazz Band with guest 
spots by Worcester Ukukele Band including George 
Formby numbers.  
   Comedy was in the capable hands of Victor Heyfron 

who did “The Road to Mandalay” and had us rolling in 
the aisles. He nearly pulled out because of illness but for 
the true 'pro' the show goes on – Thanks Vic.     
   Sadly our July 19 talk 'Where Gardening Began and 
into the Future!' was cancelled due to illness. This will 
be re-arranged for the future. 
 

   Wednesday August 22: Horizon Lights at Tudor 
House. An appreciative audience enjoyed traditional and 
contemporary folk music played in the unique Horizon 
Lights style. Thanks to them for their donation to Tudor 
House. 
 

   Our August Bank Holiday event with The RAF 
Emergency Ops Room and Worcester Amateur 
Radio Association was also hit by illness. 

   Representatives of the 
RAF team were able to 
come and put on an 
exhibition and a DVD.  
   Visitors could play the part 
of the Operations WAF's as 
they pushed the squadrons 
around on the huge map 
table to show the progress 
of the raid. The experience 
was totally interactive as 
visitors could get involved in 
the experience. (Over 300 
came into Tudor House). 
   A new feature this time 
was a Recruiting Office. 
Plenty of memories about 
visitors experiences in that 
period were discussed. 

 

Events up to Christmas 
Saturday October 27, Wednesday October 31, Saturday November 3: ‘The Big Draw’  half term fun for children! 
Bring your favourite art materials and draw a picture for our exhibition. 
Thursday Nov 8: 7pm. Quiz Time! Tickets cost £7.50 and include a ploughman’s supper. Bring your own 
drinks and glasses. Teams of 2 or 4 
Saturday Nov 10. Soldiers on the Front Line in WWI. Mark Harding will be bringing personal kit and ‘battlefield 
finds’ from all over Europe. 
Also, Judy is bringing her dad’s 1920s Army of Occupation (Germany) autograph book. 
Thursday Nov 29 – Sun  Dec 2. Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre. Please sign up for stewarding!! 
New this year at Tudor House – ‘Experience a Magic Lantern Slide Victorian Extravaganza’ (not Sunday) 
Wed Dec 5: 7pm.The Julian Singers will be performing beautifully arranged Christmas songs. Tickets cost 
£7.50 and include a glass of wine and a mince pie. 
For tickets/more information about events contact Judy Pass 01386 553536 or 01905 612309, e-mail tudor-
house@live.co.uk or collect tickets and flyers from Tudor House. www.tudorhouse.org.uk 
Contacts: 
Worcester Heritage Amenity Trust (WHAT), Tudor House, Friar Street, Worcester, WR1 2NA. 01905 612309/426402                      
House Manager -  Margaret Panter 01905 426402, email: manager@tudorhouse.org.uk 
Events Coordinator - Judy Pass 01386 553536, email: tudorhouse@live.co.uk 
Volunteer Coordinator - Libby Cutler 01905 350340, email: libbycultler@btinternet.com 

An action-packed summer events 
diary keeps the visitors rolling in 

The Bluetones Jazz Band at Tudor House with Judy on vocals! 


