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AS MOST of you will appreciate, the 
tasks for various members of the Ops 
Committee are never ending!  
   As Chairman I am always grateful 
and in awe of the effort people put in 
at all hours of the day and night to 
carry out the administration of our 
activities. 
   It is about to get more involved as 
we push for Accredited Museum 
status and also embark on an 

ambitious plan to try and secure 
Heritage Lottery Funding for a project 
to give us more space, better 
customer facilities, improved kitchen 
and more adequate disability access. 
   Our supportive friends at Worcester 
Municipal Charities have heard of our 
aspirations but also recognise the 
extra workload it will thrust on several 
of our already busy volunteer 
administrators.  
   They have generously offered to 
fund two part-time posts (one will 

involve house management and the 
other curatorial) for a two-year period 
while we take the Tudor House 
operation to the next level.  
   This is specifically designed to allow 
us more time to concentrate on the 
pressing development issues. 
   We have just finalised the job 
specifications and will be advertising 
the posts shortly with a view to 
interviewing and appointing by the 
end of April.  
   Our plan is to try and get people 
with about three (or more) year’s 
experience of the museum sector. A 
specific requirement will be to have 
had experience and empathy with 
volunteer structured organisations.  
 

INTEGRATE 
 

   The Board and Ops Committee 
members have discussed how things 
will work when we mix paid posts into 
our volunteers-led operation and we 
have made it abundantly clear in the 
job specifications that the appointed 
people will be expected to integrate 
thoroughly with our volunteer staff and 
respect and build upon the great 
ethos that has been developed over 
the past 10 years. 
   These are exciting times for Tudor 
House. As we expand what we offer 
to the public we will rely more than 
ever on the generous donation of time 
and effort given by so many to the 
Tudor House cause.    More on Page 4 

Niamh and Millie Webb dressed as nurses to take part in the 
Worcester Re-Enactors event. See more about events on Pages 3 & 5 

 

Sister Act joins the City Re-Enactors 
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 Happy couple a-Glo as they tie 
the knot with family and friends 
GLO Pringle 
and David 
Cadle were 
married at 
Worcester 
Register 
Office on 
November 24 
last year, 
with a 
gathering of 
family and a 
few friends at 
Mollie and 
John’s home 
afterwards. 
   Glo made her own silk dress and 
hat, and David’s silk waistcoat. Their 
two nieces, Anna and Flora, were 
bridesmaids, and Ben, Alex and 
Rufus were in attendance. 
   Glo has been a volunteer at Tudor 
House almost from its inception. She 
is a constant source of historical 

interpretation, she has made costumes 
for us, she is an activity leader for our 
Tudor Activity Days and she and 
David regularly lead events at the 
house during the summer holidays.  
   Their enthusiasm and good humour 
never wane and we were all thrilled at 
the news of their wedding. 

Coming soon — heritage student 
to start her new role as deputy 

Display and Content by  
Jenny Colborne 
 

THE BEST news is that by 
the early summer my new 
deputy, Jackie Powis-
Freeman, will have finished 
her course and be able to 
start helping us out at Tudor 
House on a regular basis.  
   She came along to our big 
Recruitment Day last March 
and was interested in the 
“post” we had advertised, 
but was unable to start until 
her exams were over.  
   Jackie is a mature student 
at the University of 
Worcester doing a BA in 
Archaeology and Heritage 
Studies, including a module 
on museums, so is well 
qualified for the job! 
   During the holidays she 
has been able to join me on 
a couple of occasions, and 

some of you may have met 
her already.  
   Jackie has already helped 
us out with the new signage 
around the house, but her 
first major project will be the 
proposed in fo rmat ion 
display on Royal Worcester 
Porcelain in the Industry 
room. 
 

PRODUCTS 
 

   This will include a brief 
history of the company, plus 
a few examples of their 
products to go in the wall 
cabinet alongside the 
gloving items.  
   Some of you will have 
received an e-mail from 
Margaret on our behalf 
asking for donations of small 
(not valuable!) odd pieces of 
Worcester porcelain for this 
(permanent) display.  
   We have already received 

some offers, and don’t need 
a great many items, but 
would like to have a few 
attractive pieces to choose 
from. These can be brought 
in to the House any time, 
but I would prefer it if you 
could let me know first, 
either by phoning 01905 
2 1 6 2 4 ,  o r  e m a i l 
jennifercolborne@hotmail.c
om  
   It is important that a 
donations form with your 
details on is filled in for 
these items, in case we 
receive too many and have 
to return some. 
   During the winter months I 
produced a page on 
Thomas Brock to add to 
our “Worcester People” 
section, fired by the 
reminder during the Jubilee 
celebrations that he created 
the Victoria memorial 

outside Buckingham Palace, 
amongst many other famous 
sculptures. 
   I  have also been 
refreshing some of the 
information boards in the 
Industry and Weaving 
rooms, and the Clinic, where 
either new facts had come 
to light and changes had to 
be made, or they had 
become rather “tatty”. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

   I still need to do some re-
fixing of photographs, etc. in 
the War room, so there’s 
plenty to keep me busy. 
   Thanks to everyone who 
donated items over the past 
year, if rather belatedly – we 
somehow got missed out of 
the last Newsletter, but rest 
assured, we do appreciate 
your involvement in this 
way.  

Big thank-you 
to everyone 
who helped at 
Victorian fayre 
Victorian Christmas Fayre 
2012 
 
IT SEEMS a long time since 
the fayre but thank you to 
everybody who came along 
to help. 
   Particular thanks to those 
valiant souls who did a stint 
each day!  
   New to Tudor House this 
time was the Victorian 
Lantern Show. This proved 
very popular and we may 
well invite them back again. 
   There were fewer stalls on 
Friar Street and despite 
being ‘at the end of the line’, 
we took £3,664.16. 
   This was a little less than 
2011 but we are hoping that 
for 2013 we will be able to 
persuade the organisers to 
extend the fayre further 
down Friar Street again. 
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Events from Judy Pass 
 

THE closing months of 2012 were 
busy with annual events. During the 
October half-term we held the Big 
Draw. Children had to look around 
Tudor House and draw something 
they liked.  
   There were some lovely pictures 
of the fabric and pieces which have 
been on exhibition in the Ante 
Room upstairs, and the Tavern. 
Thanks to Jose and Glo for their 
help. Next year the plan is to paint 
Queen Elizabeth I to go with her 
dad Henry VIII.  
   Also, the quiz was back - in the 
evening this time. It was enjoyed by 
everyone, as usual. The highlight 
was during the interval when we 
had to identify the models in Louis 
Tussaud's Waxworks in Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
   This visitor attraction has cult 
status because so many of its 
models look nothing like the people 
they are supposed to be. It’s so bad 

it’s brilliant 
and still open!! 
   M a r k 
Harding once 
more helped 
us remember 
the valiant 
soldiers who 
fought and 
gave their 
lives for their 
country.  
   We saw how 
the soldier in 
the Great War 
lived in the 
trenches. His kit was so heavy. I 
brought my Dad's autograph book 
from 1918 – 1920 when he went to 
Germany in  the  Army o f 
Occupation. There were poignant 
words and great drawings and 
watercolours. 
   Our Christmas celebrations 
commenced with Worcester’s 
Victorian Christmas Fayre, which is 
always a good fundraiser for us.   

  New this time was a 
Magic Lantern which 
was very popular and 
enjoyed by our visitors, 
thanks to hard work by 
Spencer & Son.  
   Thank you to the 
Julian Singers for their 
precise, sophisticated 
singing and our own 
lutenist John Colborne 
with beautiful delicate 
music. This year we 
were very fortunate to 
have Shulah Oliver, a 
rising young violinist, to 
join our Christmas 

ensemble. Remember her name. 
   Worcester Re-Enactors started 
their season in February. They were 
based in the Guildhall and at Tudor 
House. We had “Make Do and 
Mend” upstairs. We loved the 
magazines and tips and a 1940s 
Wedding Exhibition in the Tavern 
wi th del icate beading and 
embroidery - all original! 
  O u t s i d e ,  t h e  R u s s i a n 
Reconnaissance Army was settling 
down after a difficult campaign in 
the snow. They cooked a meal and 
tended to their injured soldiers.  
   A Big Surprise also took place at 
half term. We asked people to come 
and tell us and write about the 
Biggest Surprise they had had in 
their life, or organised for someone 
else.  
   We had birthdays, holidays, the 
nurses from The Clinic 1940s style, 
puppies and rabbits. Playing rugby 
on the Warriors ground and a visit 
to Vue with a friend but without a 
grown up. Such adventures, look 
out and read our book! 

Volunteer News from Libby Cutler 
HELLO everyone. After a very 
successful Victorian Fayre (thank 
you again to everyone who helped), 
we are now well into the New Year 
and although the weather has been 
pretty miserable our visitor numbers 
are starting to pick up. 
   This not only applies to our visitor 
numbers but also to new volunteers. 
We are really pleased to welcome 

them and hope they enjoy working 
with our friendly team!  
   Welcome to students Lucy 
Ellingworth, Jack Whitefoot - who is 
volunteering as part of his Duke of 
Edinburgh award - Yungias Bian 
(Esther) from China studying at the 
university in Worcester, Eloise 
Dipasqua, Joe Tierney and Barbara 
Dichiara. 
   We have recently had another very 

enjoyable Bring and Share Lunch. It 
is safe to say nobody went home 
hungry! 
   On May 14 we are once again 
having an evening meal at The 
Masons Arms at Wichenford (7pm). 
We can arrange lifts for anyone who 
needs one and more information 
nearer the time. 
   Do get in touch if you haven’t been 
in for a while! 

Visitor and volunteer numbers are on the up 

TH plays key part in historic 
City events 

Judy with her Dad’s autograph book 

Samuel, Patrick and Benjamin Rose (front) are 
pictured with Worcester Re-Enactors 
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Accreditation Schemes for Museums by Jim Panter 
 

THIS scheme is run by Arts Council England. It sets a 
standard for good practice and guides museums to be the 
best they can, appropriate to their type and size.  
   The three broad topics to be covered are Organisational 
Health, Collections, and Users and Their Experiences. 
   As well as continually striving to be the best that we 
can, we are embarking on the process of accreditation 
because many grant awarding bodies require it as a 
condition for approving an application. 
   The whole process of accreditation is expected to take 
approximately six months, with a target set for October 
2013 for submission of the weighty set of documents we 

are required to complete. The Board and the Ops 
Committee will undertake the task with contributions 
appropriate to their responsibilities.  
   We are privileged to announce that Robin Whittaker 
(recently retired County Archivist) has agreed to be co-
opted onto the Ops Committee to perform the specific 
task of editing and compiling our application. 
   A newly recruited volunteer, Lucy Phillips, has also 
offered to use her considerable business administration 
experience to help structure some of the required policy 
documents. 
   Over the coming months it will be quite a lot of hard 
work for all concerned ....but we know we are worth it! 

Arts Council scheme can open funding doors 

 Drama students 
hear wartime tales 
By John Birchley 
 

WE HAVE been invited by the 
University of Worcester to take part 
in an exciting project working with a 
group of second year Drama and 
Performance students and their 
tutors.  
   The students will be undertaking a 
course called ‘Theatre, Real Lives 
and History’.   

   During February the 
students visited Tudor 
House, the Infirmary, 
Commandery and Elgar 
Birthplace Museum.  
   They looked around each 
venue and investigated the 
possibility of using objects, 
pictures, historical figures or 
reminiscence as a starting point for 

their pieces.   
   When they visited Tudor House 
they had an opportunity to talk to 
two of our volunteers, Muriel  
Clayson and Alec Morrisson, 
about their memories of life in 
World War II.   
   The  s t uden t s  a r e  t h en 
researching, devising and will 
perform a piece of drama specific 
to Tudor House.  
   The idea is that the students will 
go farther than we do when 

stewarding by producing ‘first 
person interpretation’, being in 
character or role and talking about 
‘my’ life rather than ‘their’ life.  
   They will work weekly at Tudor 
House during April and May with 
the performance scheduled for the 
afternoon of April 9.   
   Volunteers and FRoTHs are 
welcome to attend this performance.  
C o n t a c t  m y s e l f  ( e m a i l : 
jab0953@goog lemai l . com)  or 
Margaret (01905 426402) for further 
details. 

THE COMMENTS Book reveals  
some interesting opinions with a great 
appreciation of  the house, the cont-
ents, volunteers and Coffee Shop. 
   The remarks “a real gem”, “unique 
ceiling”, “knowledgeable volunteers” 
and “lovely coffee” are repeated. 
   Other comments include “very 
interesting to see what my own town 
looked like many years ago”, 
“Fabulous, how did they keep warm?” 
and “The bar of soap in the clinic 
reminded me of my Grandad.” 
    Visitors from abroad add another 
dimension. “So much history 
compared with Canada” from visitor 
from Vancouver and a Chinese man 
welcomed the translated guide. 
  We’ve had visitors from museums 
and those from The Merseyside 
Indust r ia l  Museum and The 
Lutterworth Museum said we have 

“very knowledgeable volunteers”. 
   Some of the rewarding aspects of 
volunteering come from meeting visit-
ors. The Tavern/Gate steward waits 
for the comment when they discover 
why the landlord lost his licence. 
“What a wonderful way to go!” 
   The dentist in the school clinic stirs 
memories they’d rather forget. An 
elderly man, when invited to look 
around, placed hand over mouth 
saying “no thanks,  oh the blood!!” 
   We can also learn useful facts from 
visitors. They recognise photographs 
and add facts to our displays from 
actual local experience. 
   In the Tudor room, a lady told me 
that to stand under the Tudor rose in 
the ceiling was important.  She said in 

days past, secret information needed 
to be passed from one agent to 
another. Both parties knew the venue 
but would not necessarily recognise 
each other. Thus agent A would be in 
position under the rose and agent B 
would join him to relay the secret. 
   This, she maintained, was the origin 
of the phrase “sub rosa” still in use.  
   The coffee shop patrons comment 
particularly on the bone china cups 
and ask about displays they’ve 
enjoyed.  
   Finally, education days can give rise 
to amusing comment from the 
children. Rationing on WWII days 
includes a flash card game related to 
sources of vitamins C and D. A 
picture of a rose hip is never 
recognised by the children, and we 
wait for their suggestions – radish, 
tomato or more exotically aubergines!  

Muriel Clayson talks to students 
about her memories of WWII 

Alec Morrison talking about being an 
evacuee in WWII 

VISITOR COMMENTS 
By Muriel Clayson 
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Saturday March 30, Wednesday April 3, Saturday April 6 and Wednesday April 10. The Cadbury's Connection. 
Fun for all the family in the Easter Holiday. Find out about chocolate and follow the Chocolate Trail. See where Richard 
Cadbury had his Coffee Shop. Find out where chocolate came from. Solve puzzles and follow the chocolate trail to win 
a prize. Free entry but £1 for puzzles etc. 
Friday April 26: 7pm Fashions for Summertime at Country Casuals & Viyella Store , 14-16 Pump Street. Worcester. 
Pep up your wardrobe with the superb new summer collection and treat yourselves! Fashions with Style plus amazing 
accessories. Tickets £7, to include wine, from Tudor House, also Worcester Tourist Information Centre in the Guildhall.  
Any suggestions for events always welcome. 
For tickets/more information about events contact Judy Pass 01386 553536 or 01905 612309, e-mail tudor-
house@live.co.uk or collect tickets and flyers from Tudor House. www.tudorhouse.org.uk 
Contacts: 
Worcester Heritage Amenity Trust (WHAT), Tudor House, Friar Street, Worcester, WR1 2NA. 01905 612309/426402                      
House Manager -  Margaret Panter 01905 426402, email: manager@tudorhouse.org.uk 
Events Coordinator - Judy Pass 01386 553536, email: tudorhouse@live.co.uk 
Volunteer Coordinator - Libby Cutler 01905 350340, email: libbycutler@btinternet.com 

By Cathy Anstey 
 

CARACAS, the capital of Venezuela, 
isn’t a million miles away from 
Worcestershire – in fact it’s roughly 
4,600 miles (give or take a couple). But 
when it comes to the culture and 
lifestyle it might as well be. 
   This huge vibrant South American 
metropolis with a population of around 
2 million people, skyscrapers, wide 
streets, big houses, tropical climate 
(the average temperature is 23C), 
stunning Caribbean coastline,  magnif-
icent mountains and strong Spanish 
influence is a far cry from the quint-
essentially English town of Malvern. 
   But that did not worry TH volunteer 
Omaira Weir when she moved from 
her Venezuelan home four years ago. 
  She simply embraces whatever is in 
front of her and greets new people, 
places and situations with enthusiasm, 
warmth and interest . 
  Omaira moved to Malvern with her 
daughter Paola, aged 
17, who is studying at 
Malvern College and is 
planning to go to 
university in Britain. Her 
English husband Colin 
ironically spends most 
of his time living and 
working in Venezuela at 
the moment. 
  Omaira, who has a 
masters degree in 
finance, was working as 
the general manager of 
an international courier 
company when she met 
Colin at a conference. 
They  were  bo th 
divorced and, after 
getting to know each other a 
little better, fell in love. They married 
18 years ago and Omaira gave up her 
job to bring up their daughter, although 
she was still active in the local 
community. 

   A s  P a o l a 
a p p r o a c h e d 
s e c o n d d a r y 
education, the 
couple applied to 
five schools they 
thought would be 
suitable for her to 
finish her studies 
–  i n c l u d i n g 
Malvern College. 
Omaira said: “We 
fell in love with the 
school and we fell 
in love with the 
town.” 
   It was not long after moving to 
Malvern that Omaira, now 54, got a 
taste of the Worcestershire welcome. “I 
wanted to learn to speak French and I 
went to a charity shop in Malvern to 
see if they had any books to help me. 
   “I was talking to a lady in the shop 
who asked me if I would like to go 
along to a social group where they 

practise French 
conversation. Also, 
when I moved to 
M a l v e r n  a 
neighbour invited 
me in for tea.  
   “In my country 
you don’t trust 
anyone. It is a very 
dangerous place. 
People are being 
kidnapped all the 
time.” 
   Another aspect of 
British life that 
Omaira enjoys is 
the way people are 
included in society 
regardless of their 

age or appearance. She says 
Venezuelan society favours the young 
and beautiful.  
   One of the first things Omaira does 
when she visits a new place is to find 
the local museum. She simply loves 

history and learning about the culture 
of different places and people.  
   “Every country I visit, I go to the 
museums. I came here to Tudor House 
as a tourist and I overheard Libby 
talking to someone about volunteering 
so I went and said ‘Can I volunteer?’.” 
She was, of course, welcomed with 
open arms and acts as a steward or 
helps out in the café, where her 
enthusiasm for cleaning is greatly 
appreciated. “I like cleaning,” she 
admits. “I like everything organised. My 
daughter says I am cleaning crazy.” 
   Omaira has certainly grasped the 
chance to get involved in local 
activities – she is a member of the 
parents’ association at Malvern 
College, she has passed the British 
driving test and now holds a UK 
licence, she has attended flower 
arranging courses at the local college, 
goes to a Pilates class and, through a 
contact at the school, meets up with 
other South Americans living locally. 
   Although she spoke English before 
moving to the UK, it was more like 
American English and she has had to 
study the English language more 
closely since arriving here.  
   “American English is different from 
British English. I was in London and 
asked someone for directions to the 
subway. They sent me to a sandwich 
shop!” 

Omaira laps up cultural challenges  

Events for March and April 

Ca r a c a s -  t r o p i c a l  m e t r o p o l i s 

O m a ir a  We ir  


