
What is WHAT? 
 

Worcester Heritage & Amenity Trust (WHAT) was formed in 2004 when a 

group of volunteers were determined to keep Tudor House open.  

The museum had been threatened with closure.  

WHAT is a charity and a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee.  
 

They leased the building from Worcester City Council and 

opened the ground floor as a coffee & gift shop to raise 

much needed funds. Within a couple of years, WHAT were            

maintaining the entire building as a museum,  

with no external funding.  
 

In 2008, Worcester Municipal Charities in conjunction with WHAT  purchased a 

125 year lease from the council, giving the building security, defining it for use as a 

heritage building and providing a huge boost for the future.  



Tudor Worcester 
 

“The wealth of the town of Worcester standeth most by drapering, 

and no town of England, at this present time, maketh so many 

cloaths yearly as this town doeth.” 

John Leland, historian and antiquarian, 1540s 

 

 

Worcester was famed throughout England 
and the Continent for its broadcloth, said to 

 be the finest in the land. At it’s height,  
the trade supported 380 looms and  

provided employment for 8000 people.    



Jobs for All 
The broadcloth-making industry kept whole families in business: 

 
 
       Spinner 

  Weaver 
  Walker/fuller 
  Dyer 
  Clothier 

 
 
 

Not forgetting the gloving, tanning, lace-making, knitting, button     
making, fur and silk trading, agriculture, sheep farming and               

embroidery that would all go into producing the fabrics needed to 
keep a Tudor person warm! 



The Clothiers Company of Worcester  
 

The Clothier’s Company of Worcester was founded, as a guild,  in 1390 
to  protect the cloth-making interests of the city. A Company charter       

dating from 1590 has the seal of Elizabeth I on it. If you were a weaver, 
walker or clothier, you had to be a member.  

 

The Company is still active today, with its charitable arm sponsoring 
awards at the University of Worcester.   

 

Tudor House was actually built by a Clothier. Members of the Company 
lived and conducted their trade here until the end of the 17th Century.   

Because of this link the Company wants to    
display its artefacts and tell its story here at 

the Museum.  



“Robert Yowle: Elizabethan Worcester clothier, a  

contemporary of Thomas Wylde. He gave £100 towards the  

re-foundation of a Free School, and bound “the maisters and  

skollers” to go yearly to the place where he was buried and pray for 

the souls of himself, his parents, his wife and children, and all 

“Chrysten sowles”. He bought the great Trinity Hall, in what is now The 

Trinity, formerly belonging to the Trinity Guild, and  

presented it to the “Company of Weavers, Walkers and  

Clothiers” about 1540.  

Around that time, land at The Greyfriars was let to him, where he     

created a home for himself and built a row of houses of Friar Street, 

which he let out.” 

Extract from Heroes & Villains of Worcestershire by Terry Wardle 



We think the ‘row of houses on Friar Street’ might refer to at least part 
of the Tudor House Museum! 

 
We know that clothiers, 

weavers and spinners lived 
here at various points    
during the building’s       
history, sometimes as 

many as 4 families in the    
building.  

 

A wealthy weaver, Henry Wheeler, lived, worked and died at Tudor 
House in the 17th Century. Details from his inventory show how well 

off he was by the standards of the day:  
“Twoe broad loomes to weave in Twelve slayes twoe geeres  

and all the other implements there £7” 



Tudor House Then 
 

This house was originally 3 properties, built by a member of the 
Clothiers Guild, in about 1550.  
 
Everyone who lived here was employed in the broadcloth trade. 
                                                                                                                       
It was also used, at various times, as a tavern, an artists home, a 
coffee shop, bakery, restaurant, school clinic and chapel.  
 
The 3 buildings became 1 under 
Richard Cadbury’s ownership. 
 
In 1970, the building becomes the  
Museum of Local Life until it closes 

   in 2003.    



Tudor House Museum Today 
 

    We are: 
    An independent museum 
   Run by volunteers 
            With over 10,000 visitors a year 

 
We aim to educate visitors and city dwellers alike about the lost and            

 hidden histories of Worcester.  
 

                       We are: 
                                 Passionate about history 

                                                                                                      Enthusiastic about passing it on 
                                        Dedicated to keeping it alive 

If you would like to know more about our next exciting stage, read 



Our Plans Include… 

 

            Improved kitchen and coffee shop 

  New displays about the history of Tudor House 

  Retelling the Lost Story of Worcester’s clothmaking  

 Urgent conservation work to the Tudor bedroom ceiling 

  Conservation and repair work to the attic space 

  An extension for accessibility and better facilities 
  

There’s a lot to do and a lot of money to raise! 

 

If you are interested in our plans, read on for ways to be involved... 



Look Up, Look Up! 
 

When you enter the Tudor Bedroom, be sure to look above your 
heads at one of the finest Tudor ceilings you will see in Worcester. Or 

it would have been in 1591 when it was first created.  
 

Sadly, years of   
neglect, bad paint 
jobs and changing 

fortunes mean 
that it is now 
white, peeling 

and coming away 
from the rafters 

above. This     
project is our 

chance to save it! 
Can you help us? 

Painted bright 
reds and 

blues, with 
gilded horses 

and               
decorations, 
this type of 
ceiling was 

created just to 
show how 

wealthy the 
owner was! 



Accessing the Inaccessible 
 

It can be difficult to navigate your way around Tudor House, especially 
if you have mobility impairments. And yes, the building is Grade II 

Listed, but there are still things we can do. Such as… 
 
1. a lift to the 1st floor where the old stair-

case is 
2. Interactive tours 
3. Hearing loops and braille signs 
4. Ramps and handrails 
5. Large print guides 
6. Tactile exhibits, smells and sounds of    

Tudor Worcester 
7. A warm, quiet place to sit and read, or 

chat to our volunteers! 



Collection Matters 
 

It is the very thing museums are made of! By looking at our displays, 
expanding the number of rooms we have open 
for visitors to explore, creating a new collections 
store that’s just right for our archives and             
artefacts, and changing some of the exhibits 
(scary dentist, for example!), we’ll 
use it to bring the hidden stories                                                                              
of the building to the fore.  
 
You can also look forward to new 
and exciting ways of getting stuck 
into the history with hands-on, tactile 
activities, for children, teenagers and 
grown-ups of all ages! 



You can help by… 
 

Taking part in our survey 

Volunteering 

Donating to the Lost Story Fund 

Holding fundraising events 

Advocating in your community 

 

Please complete a visitor survey while you are here: this will tell 

you more about our plans, give you the chance to cast a vote or 

tell us what you would like to see.  

 

If you have an email address, you could sign up to our  

e-newsletter which will keep you updated about our project with 

regular bulletins.  


